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The Way of Jesus:  Beware and Look Up 

Matthew 7:6-11 

 

Introduction – Making Deals with the Devil 

This week, as I came to the sermon text that I had planned, I found myself scratching my head.  

I’ve been thoroughly challenged and have enjoyed studying and preaching through the Sermon 

on the Mount.  But the text about dogs and hogs – Matthew 7:6 – was a challenge to me.  And 

not to me only.  In my preparation for today, I’ve discovered that New Testament scholars and 

commentators have long struggled with how to interpret the verse.  I’ll explain in just a bit.  As I 

continued my quest for understanding, I stumbled across what I think is a very believable and 

helpful approach to the passage.   

 

One of the favorite themes in world literature is making a deal with the Devil in order to get what 

you want.  The story line was perhaps best told by one of Germany’s most famous writers, 

Johann Goerthe, in his tragic play, Faustus.  There are a lot of stories written and movies 

produced on the “Faustian theme.”  I watched a movie a few weeks ago, starring Nicolas Cage, 

called Seeking Justice that employed the same tragic theme.  In the movie, the main character 

seeks justice for a violent physical assault on his wife.  A vigilante group offers to mete out 

justice on the perpetrator in exchange for an unspecified future favor.  Cage agrees to the deal 

and the offender is murdered.  Six months later, Nicolas Cage, who plays a simple high school 

English teacher, is asked by the vigilantes to murder another man who turns out to be an innocent 

journalist investigating the violent group.  Well, the plot twists and turns and Cage finds himself 

in a lot of trouble and in mortal danger.   

 

Be careful with whom you align yourself in order to get what you want.   

 

Text:  Matthew 7:6-11 

Jesus said,  

“Do not give dogs what is holy, and do not throw your pearls before pigs, lest they trample them 

underfoot and turn to attack you.” 

“Ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; knock, and it will be opened to you. 

For everyone who asks receives, and the one who seeks finds, and to the one who knocks it will 
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be opened. Or which one of you, if his son asks him for bread, will give him a stone? Or if he 

asks for a fish, will give him a serpent? If you then, who are evil, know how to give good gifts to 

your children, how much more will your Father who is in heaven give good things to those who 

ask him!” 

 

A Challenging Passage 

Matthew 7:6, the verse about dogs and hogs, has long been a problem for scholars and 

commentators to explain because it seems to come out of nowhere.  The preceding five verses 

admonish us against being judgmental and verses 7-11 are clearly about prayer.  How does the 

prohibition against giving what is holy to dogs and casting pearls before swine fit into that 

context?   

 

Many commentators – in fact, most of the ones that I read – view this single verse as balancing 

Jesus’ instruction against being judgmental.  Their take is that while we should not be 

judgmental, we should still be discerning.  There is a lot to commend this understanding.  I could 

develop a whole sermon on that topic and it would certainly be consistent with the teaching and 

actions that we find in the New Testament.  Jesus told his disciples to “shake the dust off of their 

feet” towards any house or town that refused the gospel (Matt 10:14).  Shaking the dust off of 

your feet was symbolic of rejecting someone or some group.  Indeed, Paul instructed Titus to 

have nothing to do with a divisive person after a second warning.  Jesus demonstrated this 

discernment in refusing to speak to Herod who had a hardened and cynical heart but engaged in 

conversation with Pilate who was genuinely curious about him.  In the book of Acts, Paul “shook 

the dust off of his feet” as he left cities where he found too much unbelief and opposition.   

 

Such discernment in not wasting our efforts in sharing the gospel with those whose hearts are 

hardened towards it is a reasonable understanding of not giving what is holy to dogs and not 

casting our pearls before swine.   But it does not, however, flow well within the context of Jesus 

words at this point in the Sermon on the Mount.   

 

There is another way to approach this passage that I think is true to Jesus’ intent, sensible, and 

encouraging for those who have focused their lives on following Jesus.   
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A convincing case can be made that the Sermon on the Mount is presented in fourteen three-part 

teachings.  I’ll not trouble you with a full explanation but rather illustrate it with the previous 

teaching regarding being judgmental.  In Matthew 7:1, we are told not to be judgmental.  That is 

traditional righteousness and it rings true.  It is the first part of the teaching.  In the second part of 

the teaching, Jesus warns us: if we are judgmental, we will enter into a vicious cycle in which we 

will be judged by the same measure that we have used.  Do you want that?  I don’t.  We want to 

avoid it.  In the third and final part of the three-part teaching, Jesus offers a very positive 

initiative that will change everything.  In the case of being judgmental, Jesus tells us to be self-

reflective and consider our own shortcomings (take the log out of our own eye) before we try and 

help our brother.   

 

When we come to the dogs and pigs in verse six Jesus is embarking on another three-part 

teaching.   

 

Wild Dogs and Hogs Will Hurt You 

It is obvious that Jesus is not referring to literal dogs and pigs in his teaching.  By their violent 

actions, it is evident that they are dangerous people.  But just who exactly was Jesus referring to?  

When we come to the Scriptures, it is absolutely essential that we try and understand the 

meaning of the words in the day in which it was written.  We have to understand what it meant in 

Jesus day so that we don’t misunderstand what it means in our day.   

 

It was common practice in our Lord’s day for Jewish people to refer rather condescendingly to 

Gentiles as “dogs.”  But Jesus’ warning about the violent nature of the dogs and pigs in this 

teaching requires us to look beyond a generic reference to Gentiles.  Besides, Jesus did 

occasionally deal with Gentiles and he always spoke to them with respect and compassion.  The 

gospel was also freely given to the Gentiles first through Peter and later, most profoundly, by 

Paul in the Book of Acts.  The dangerous dogs and pigs of Matthew 7:6 must be more than just a 

reference to Gentiles.   
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First Century Jews also referred to the power players of the Roman Empire as dogs and pigs.  

This interpretation makes a lot of sense.  There was a great temptation for wealthy and powerful 

Jews at the time to align themselves with the Roman Empire.  By doing so, they would secure 

favors and protect their powerful status and prestige.  King Herod was a prime example of such a 

Jewish ruler.  Some members of the Jewish ruling religious class also became allies with Roman 

power.   

 

Doing so would be a dangerous proposition.   

 

When Jesus referred to “holy things” and “pearls” in his teaching, I believe he was referring to 

that which would be most precious to a person – their soul – in other words.  He was sternly 

warning us not to align our soul with the power systems of the world in order to get what you 

want.  Doing so would exact a price on your soul that you would be unable to pay.  It was true of 

Faust who would spend eternity in hell in exchange for a short life of privilege.  Jimmy Hoffa, 

the famous leader of the Teamsters Union, aligned himself with organized crime and simply 

disappeared off the face of the earth.  Think of “all the President’s men” who whose reputations 

were tarnished from the Nixon Administration in the Watergate scandal.  Many were fined and 

spent time in prison.  Even Billy Graham’s impeccable reputation suffered for a short while 

because of his relationship with Nixon.   

 

Today, we don’t have the Roman Empire, but we do have secular power structures that tempt us 

to align with them.  For young people, there is that popular group that offers fun and excitement 

only to tempt you with sex, drugs, and alcohol that will destroy your soul.  For the businessman 

or woman, there is the temptation to align with powerful people and enterprises that engage in 

unethical practices.  Beware. It will turn and tear your soul. The Scriptures clearly warn, 

“Treasures gained by wickedness do not profit, but righteousness delivers from death” (Prov. 

10:2). For all socialites, it is fun to join the gossip club. But beware, in time, they also turn on 

you.   

 

Don’t give your soul to secular power structures in order to get ahead.  You will surely regret it 

when they turn and tear you to pieces.   
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Keep on Praying 

How then, do we get ahead in this world?  Well, if your object is to “get ahead” of others, then I 

suppose you’ll align yourself with dogs and pigs.  But “getting ahead” is not the life-mission for 

one who would follow Jesus.  All that comes before in the Sermon on Mount destroys such a 

notion.  The question is better put, “How do you get what you need and want in this world?”  

That is a question Jesus gladly answers. 

 

Look up to your heavenly Father.  

 

Ask…and keep on asking.  Seek…and keep on seeking.  Knock…and keep on knocking.  The 

structure of the verbs in verse seven conveys the idea of perseverance.  Jesus illustrated the 

concept in a parable found in a similar teaching in the Gospel of Luke: 

 

“Which of you who has a friend will go to him at midnight and say to him, ‘Friend, lend 

me three loaves, for a friend of mine has arrived on a journey, and I have nothing to set 

before him’; and he will answer from within, ‘Do not bother me; the door is now shut, 

and my children are with me in bed. I cannot get up and give you anything’? I tell you, 

though he will not get up and give him anything because he is his friend, yet because of 

his persistence he will rise and give him whatever he needs. 

Luke 11:5-8 

 

Our timing is not God’s timing.  He is not vending machine in which we drop in our request and 

out comes the answer.  God will surely answer.  But Jesus teaches us to persevere in our prayers.  

In my own life, I have found God to be faithful to answer my prayers, though rarely when and 

how I initially wanted.  But in my waiting and in my persistence I have found three wonderful 

things happening.  First, my requests have been purified as I bring them over and over before the 

Lord.  After a while, as things develop and I begin to see things more clearly, I surrender more to 

God and my prayers become more aligned with his will.  And the Bible tells us that if we ask 

anything in his will we will receive it (I John 5:14-15).  Second, as I wrestle with God over the 

things I think I need, my faith becomes strengthened.  As we sang this morning, God is always 
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faithful.  Finally, when the answer comes, I have found that it is always better and always more 

timely than I had expected.   

 

Persevere in prayer.  God will surely answer. 

 

This, then, is the teaching that Jesus gives to his followers regarding godless and dangerous 

alliances: 

1. Do not align yourself with godless power people and systems. 

2. If you do, you will experience a vicious cycle of danger and destruction as they turn on 

you. 

3. Instead, ask your heavenly Father for whatever you need and you will surely receive it 

because he is infinitely good.   

 

 

 

Earlier this year, someone gave me the wonderful gift of the Brooklyn Tabernacle Choir’s new 

recording called Pray.  I have nearly worn it out.  If any church knows how to pray, it is the 

people of Brooklyn Tabernacle.  May this video encourage you to seek God in your time of need 

as much as it has encouraged me. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MC4kbteMLCg 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MC4kbteMLCg
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Now I know that the Lord saves his anointed; 

    he will answer him from his holy heaven 

    with the saving might of his right hand. 

Some trust in chariots and some in horses, 

    but we trust in the name of the Lord our God. 

They collapse and fall, 

    but we rise and stand upright. 

    Psalm 20:6-8 

 

This is the teaching of Jesus.  This is the way of Jesus. 

 

Song of Response - Behold the Throne of Grace  - John Newton 

Behold the Throne of grace! 

The promise calls me near: 

There Jesus shows a smiling face 

And waits to answer prayer. 

 

My soul, ask what thou wilt; 

Thou canst not be too bold; 

Since His own blood for thee He spilt, 

What else can He withhold? 

 

Thine image, Lord, bestow, 

Thy presence and Thy love; 

I ask to serve Thee here below, 

And reign with Thee above. 

 

Teach me to live by faith; 

Conform my will to Thine; 

Let me victorious be in death, 

And then in glory shine. 


